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MEMCRANDUM FPOR: Deputy Mrector {Intelligence)
FROM: Deputy Director (Flans)
SUBJECT: SODB 50086
]

1., In a conversation with Ambasssdor Ceorge Kennan yesterday
afternoon I inquired of him whether he had yet been presented with
and had had an opportunity to comment upon the above-memtioned SODB,
a8 I have been aware of the exceptlona sirong interest on the
part of the Director, yourself and others in this particuler repart
and in getting Mr, Kennan's comments with respect to it.

£. ¥r. Kennan replied that he had read the report and had
dictated a brief comment on it yesterday. IYn view of the possidbility
thet Mr, Kennan may have includ}a'd certain observatione in his oral
commant to me which do not appesr in his written comment, it has
seemsd worth while to record his statements for your benefit.

3., MNr, Kennan ssid that he gave a fairly high sppreissl to this
report but that there are a number of points about it which do not
ring true and are not at convineing. He had seen ¥r. Bohlen's
sppraisal and said that he was perhaps not quite as enthusiastic
about the report. He considered that it was probably written by a
sstellite personslity operating on the periphery of the big stuff,

But in a position to pick up a lot of informed gossip. Fe revealed

2 geners]l unfamiliarity with Communist Pariy history and personelities
in Bessia prior te World War II. This led lr, Kennan to euncluds that
the soeree 18 & relative newcomer to Commai'ét ecouneils -- a Johnny-
come~lately who must have got on the inside not sarlier than some time
during the war.

, k. Concerning the report itself, it is a mixture of information
af the kind gleansble from satellite Communist conversations and sone
shrevd analysis and guesswork. The parsonality pictures are not en-
$irely relisble and the altogether too neat division into groups war-
rents skepticisam, Tven the headings and the attributed characterist-
ios of the two schools of thought are apt to be nisleeding, perhaps
dangsrously so, The source over-reached himself in sttributing
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divergencies of views on the part of individusl Politburo msmbers
with respect to estasblished decisions of the Politburo, The members
voice thelr separate views before the decimions sre tskem, but after
decisions have buwen reached they do not spsak against them. What-
ever contrary thoughts they may hold these are kept very much to
themselves. For example, Molotov is mmch %oo cautious an individual
to spill his private views to anybody 1f they were in confliot with
esteblished decisions snd doctrine. The suggestion that Mo Tse Tung
had been getting two differemnt lines of guidance or instruction from
nembers of the Politburo is considered by Nr. Kennan se highly wm-
likely. ¥hat has been said and 12 being said to Meo is of the utmost
importance to the Soviet Covernment and thers is little possibility
that conﬂieting instructions are being passed to him.

5. Om the other hand, there is much in the repart that is of
great interest and much that is probably carrect. Mr. Keanaa feels
sure that the source put his finger accurately on the real question
of analysis that preoccupies the Politburo most, vie. the smalysis
of what goes on in the capitalist world and vhether the economy of
espitalism will or will not collapse. There is enough in the report
to make it well worth our while eontinuing to receive material from
this source.

6. Mr, Kennan would like to ses any further msterisl from this
source, but is reluctant to have it sant in or even brought in by
special courier for him to see in Momoow. The stuff is too hot to
risk being sent in and Mr. Kennan was inclined to recommend that we
sccumulate the best samples of material from this source snd our
wther cutstanding pieces and held thet/his occasional trips back to
the United States or out into Surcpe. If we should feel at any
particular time that we had 2 sufficlent accumulation of aaterial
or an item of sufficient importance to warrept it, he would be glad
te come ovt 1o Barlin or perhaps somevhere in Western Furgps to go
ever the msterisl with our experts, for the purpose of informing
himself and giving us his evaluwation,
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